
 

SLE of the Week: A Christ the King student is a Life-Long Learner 

Ways to live out this week’s SLE: 
* show enthusiasm and curiosity for learning 

* demonstrate academic growth 
* produce and communicate quality work 

April 16, 2018 
 
Dear Fourth Grade Families, 

What a week in fourth grade! The Oregon Trail Overnight was a successful learning experience and a lot 
of fun based upon what I observed and heard from students. Everyone participated in two field studies which 
had various activities for students. I’m sure you have heard stories from their experience with loading a wagon 
before heading west, panning for gold, seeing a demonstration on how to trap animals, and the experience of 
making and then enjoying butter on homemade bread. You probably also heard about building a log cabin, 
lifting, moving, and cutting a log, making a candle, and washing clothes. If these activities were not enough, 
then there was heating a hamburger over a hobo stove, learning and dancing the Virginia Reel, participating in 
campfire, and of course, a big sleepover in a cabin with bunk beds! It was a full two days for sure. 

Upon our return, students brainstormed a list of people who played a part in making this experience 
possible for the class. The list included 22 people. I want to extend a heartfelt thank you to Derek Tran, Ky 
Nguyen, Annie Martin, Victoria Nguyen, Kristi Maulding, and Lisa Spitulski for taking time off work and away 
from their families to chaperone and help from the moment they arrived at CTK Tuesday morning until we 
returned to CTK Wednesday afternoon. They loaded the bus, unloaded the bus, ensured 26 students were on the 
bus, helped students settle into their cabin, helped prepare and clean up each meal, helped students during field 
studies, and probably the most memorable, staying with students overnight in the cabins. They were busy the 
entire time we were gone, and I am very grateful to each of them! 

As we move into the third and final trimester of fourth grade, it is now time to focus on getting ready for 
fifth grade. Students will now have 15 spelling words each week, consistently answer questions in complete 
sentences using RQIA (Repeat the Question In the Answer), and edit work to ensure sentences begin and end 
with correct punctuation and proper nouns are capitalized. 

In math, we have finished our study of fractions. We will now move to Topic 14 on measurement and 
converting various units of measurement. After that, we will begin geometry.  

This year’s Variety Show is Wednesday afternoon beginning at 1:30 PM in the gym. This is not an early 
release, so school will dismiss at 3:10 PM that day. This is always a fun and entertaining event. Please join us if 
you are able. 

Fourth grade leads Mass on Friday. Please join us if your schedule allows.  
Have a great week!          Michelle Doran 
 

Curriculum Overview: 
Religion: Preparing for Mass & Third Week of Easter Season 

Math: Identifying and Converting Customary Units of Measurement: inches, feet, yards, miles  

English Language Arts: Novel study Island of the Blue Dolphins:  

Spelling: Vowel-Consonant-Consonant-Vowel Spelling Pattern (ex:  dinner; ticket) 

Social Studies: Oregon Trail Overnight Memory Book 

Science: Ecosystems 

 


