
 

SLE of the Week: A Christ the King student is a Person of Integrity  

Ways students can live out this week’s SLE: 
* promote justice, equality, and mutual respect 

* takes responsibility for own actions 
* show empathy and advocate for self and others 

January 2, 2018 
 
Dear Fourth Grade Families, 

Happy New Year, and welcome back! I hope everyone's Christmas was filled with joy, peace, laughter, and 
good food. Hopefully everyone was able to take a break from the stressful, daily routine of work, school, and 
practices and enjoy time together with family and friends. There is so much to enjoy about this special time of year. 
So here we go with a new trimester in fourth grade! 

Before we left for break, the class exchanged secret santa gifts. This was a positive, community-building 
activity for everyone. Thank you for your support. After opening a gift, students enjoyed a wonderful Christmas party 
complete with a saran wrap ball game in small groups, Christmas bingo, and of course Christmas-themed Crispy 
Cream donuts and juice. Fun was had by all involved! A HUGE thank you to Annie Martin, our fourth grade room 
mom, and her crew of volunteers, Kasey DeLucia, Lisa and Mike Spitulski, and Janet Pfeifer who planned and 
executed this celebration at such a busy time of year. 

Once again this year, CTK will participate in Scripps National Spelling Bee under the leadership of Mrs. 
Ballou. There are multiple steps involved in this process which eventually ends with the national spelling bee in 
Washington DC in late spring. The first step is for CTK students in fourth grade and above to participate in a class 
spelling bee. This will take place on Friday for fourth grade. I will talk with students today about this opportunity and 
encourage everyone to participate. Students can decide for themselves if they would like to participate. The top three 
spellers from fourth grade will work with Mrs. Ballou during the month of January to prepare themselves for the 
school-wide spelling bee held during Catholic School’s Week at the end of January. The winner from the CTK 
spelling bee will move on to compete in a regional spelling bee sometime in March. Here is the list of words that 
fourth graders should practice to prepare themselves for Friday’s spelling bee.  

I would like to leave you with a prayer as we start a new year ... 
God our Father, 
We ask you to inspire us in the year ahead to seek and fulfill Your will. May we truly look on each new day as the 
start of the rest of our lives. Enable us, with the power of Your Spirit, to remain positive and confident, and live fully 
and joyfully with those people you have placed into our lives. Lead us to bring out the best in one another, so that we 
may all grow as the people you call us to be. Amen. 

Have a good week.  
Michelle Doran 

Curriculum Overview: 
Religion: Christmas season 

Math: Concept of division, divide mentally, and estimate to divide 

English Language Arts: Novel study Because of Winn-Dixie: support with evidence, Christmas break writing 

Spelling: No spelling this week: fourth grade Scripps Spelling Bee on Friday 

Social Studies: Native American cultural areas and tribes of Oregon 

Science: Inventor project 

 

https://secure.spellingbee.com/sites/default/files/inline-files/004-2018_Fourth_Grade_SLSL_GWGW_List.pdf

