
 

SLE of the Week: A Christ the King student is a Life-Long Learner 

Ways to live out this week’s SLE: 
* show enthusiasm and curiosity for learning 

* demonstrate academic growth 
* produce and communicate quality work 

January 16, 2018 
Dear Fourth Grade Families, 

I have our next two field trips of the year scheduled. First, on Friday, February 23, fourth graders will visit the Portland 
Art Museum to complement our current unit of study, Native American tribes in Oregon. The class will divide into groups and 
receive a guided tour that explains what shaped and influenced Native American art. The Portland Art Museum requires a six to 
one student to adult ratio, so I will need at least five parents to drive and chaperone our trip. Our tour begins at 9:30 and lasts an 
hour. I will need parents at CTK by about 8:30. We will return to CTK by lunchtime. Permission slips are in your child’s work 
folder.  

Second, I have the date for our Oregon Trail Overnight! This is a very popular program among elementary schools, so I 
feel fortunate we have a spot as some schools have been put on a waiting list. Please mark your calendars for Tuesday, April 10 
and Wednesday, April 11. This year fourth graders will go to Camp Kuratli at Trestle Glen in Boring. I will receive more 
information at the end of January when I attend a new teacher meeting. I will need some parents to chaperone this trip. I will 
know more after the meeting as to how many I will need. At this point, I just want to get the date out to everyone, so you can 
mark your calendars and plan appointments for your child around these dates.  

The weekend of January 27-28 kicks off Catholic Schools Week and is CTK’s Open House. The parish Masses that 
weekend will be lead by CTK students. Fourth grade has been asked to assist host Coffee and Donuts that weekend after the 8:30 
and 10:30 Masses. I am in need of one parent and two to three fourth graders who could help after each of these Masses. 
Students will be simply asked to welcome and greet parishioners and help replenish donuts, coffee, cups and other supplies. 
There is no training required; a trained parishioner will be there to provide guidance. Students would leave Mass after receiving 
communion and stay for about 45 minutes at Coffee and Donuts. Please email me if you or your child can help. This service 
provides double share hours for the adults who can help. Thank you in advance for considering this opportunity.  

Last week, fourth graders began the Second Step curriculum. The lessons centered around empathy training to help 
students realize the importance of, “putting yourself in another person’s shoes,” which can be helpful with peer conflict 
resolution. The skills included: 

● preferences and that people have different preferences 
● conflicting feelings: a person can have two conflicting feelings in a situation 
● identifying how another person is feeling based upon their physical clues and the situation the person is in 
● people can have different feelings about the same situation.  

Students are learning about six different Native American tribes in Oregon. Last week and this week, groups are 
presenting four aspects of a Native American tribe including the climate and environment, shelter, food, and clothing. Later this 
week, students will create a three-dimensional display that depicts each of these aspects of the tribe they have been researching. 
Tuesday and Wednesday, students will be generating a plan for their displays, and on Thursday, students will have time at school 
to build their displays. Students should bring the materials they are using that day to school as well as a hot glue gun if you have 
one at home. We will be creating from 10:45-12:15 if you are able to lend a hand. 

Have a great week! Michelle Doran 
Curriculum Overview: 

Religion: Second Step Unit 1: Empathy Training  

Math: Long division - dividing two-digit by one-digit numbers 

English Language Arts: Novel study Because of Winn-Dixie: comprehending text and thoroughly explaining thoughts  

Spelling: Plural nouns formed by adding -s, -es, or -ies 

Social Studies: Native American tribes in Oregon presentations and Native American environment building 

Science: Solids, liquids, and gases 

 


