
September 11, 2017 
 
Dear Fourth Grade Families,  
 
Welcome to fourth grade! We had a great first week, and I am looking forward to the school year with 
your child. Thank you for entrusting your child to me and allowing me to be part of your child’s 
education. 
 
The class has been busy getting organized for the year, learning new routines, and getting to know each 
other, myself, and the new students in the class. I am happy to welcome Grant, Dylan, and Luka to CTK 
and fourth grade. We all look forward to getting to know these gentlemen throughout the course of the 
year! 
 
During the first week, there were two popular questions from many students, “When is lunch?” and “Can 
I go to the bathroom?” Fourth graders eat lunch pretty late, about 12:45 each day. I would suggest your 
child eat a substantial breakfast at home and bring a healthy snack each day. A later lunch makes for a 
shorter afternoon! My answer to, “Can I go to the bathroom?” typically was, “Can you wait until recess?” 
I am asking students to begin to train their bodies to use the bathroom during the class-wide breaks. It is 
important students use the bathroom before the school day begins and during both recesses. This 
significantly reduces the number of interruptions and disruptions during instructional and work time.  
 
After the first week of school, I already need your help! Fourth graders will begin their social studies 
curriculum studying Portland. To enhance this unit of study, the class will participate in a walking tour of 
Portland through Urban Tour Group. This trip will be in conjunction with third grade and is scheduled for 
Monday, October 2. The trip will be all morning, leaving CTK about 9:00 and returning between 
12:30-1:00. I will need parents who are cleared to volunteer this year at CTK to drive and chaperone this 
trip. If you are able to help, please complete the bottom portion of the permission slip that is going home 
today.  
 
If you have not been cleared to volunteer in past years at CTK, there are three tasks you need to complete: 
complete a background check, attend a Called to Protect training which is being held at CTK on 
Wednesday, September 27 at 6:30 in the library (click here to sign-up), and complete this year’s online 
class (click here for instructions). If you were cleared to volunteer last year, then you simply need to 
complete this year’s online class (click here for instructions). 
 
Back to School Night, it is Thursday, September 14th. This is a great opportunity to visit the classroom, 
meet me, and hear about fourth grade. I hope to see you there!  
 
As we begin a new school year, I would like to end with a prayer: 
 

Lord Jesus,  
We ask for Your help as we begin this new school year. Allow us to experience Your presence in the many 
blessings You put before us. Open our eyes to the new challenges and exciting opportunities that this new 
school year brings. Open our heart and mind to new friends and new teachers. Give us a generous spirit 
to be enthusiastic with our studies and courage to accept new opportunities. Help us to be attentive to one 
another and let us experience Your presence in our new friends. Jesus, inspire us to do our best this year!  
Amen 
Christ the King … lead us 
Author unknown 
 

Have a great week ahead, and see you Thursday evening! 
Michelle Doran 

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0c4ba5af28a7f85-called1
http://ctkweb.org/documents/2017/8/Covenant%20Eyes%20Safe%20Haven%20OnlineTraining%20Course%202017-2018%201.pdf
http://ctkweb.org/documents/2017/8/Covenant%20Eyes%20Safe%20Haven%20OnlineTraining%20Course%202017-2018%201.pdf

